
 

 

 

History Long Term Plan 

 Year A Year B 
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5/6 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5/6 

Reception Dinosaurs  Family 
celebrations 
and memories 

In the jungle Space Minibeasts Pirates  Seasonal 
changes  

Toys  Holidays  You, me and 
everyone  

Year 1 
and 2 

Mary Anning Remembrance 
Day 

 2 significant 
individuals 

Significant 
places 
locally 

Gunpowder 
Plot 

Hot and 
Cold Places 

Changes in 
Technology 

A seaside 
holiday 

 

Year 3 
and 4 

The Stone 
Age 

WW2 in the 
locality 

 Ancient 
Greeks 

 Boudicca 
and the 
Romans 

 The 
Pyramids 

  

Year 5 
and 6 

 WW2 
National and 
International  

 Space Race  Anglo 
Saxons 

 Mayans Anglo Saxon 
and Vikings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

History in the Early Years 

 Understanding of the 
world 

Past and 
Present 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.  
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class.  
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling. 

History Topic Overview in the Early Years 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1   Spring 2   Summer 1 Summer 2  

Year A  Dinosaurs 
Pupils will find out about 
dinosaurs and the people that 
discovered them. They will 
learn about a dinosaur timeline 
They will look at fact books and 
videos to find out information 
about dinosaurs. Pupils will find 
out about the first dinosaur 
discovered and the latest one.  
 

Family, celebrations and memories 
Pupils will find out about their own 
family and those of others. They 
will learn about family tress and 
about my family in the past. They 
will join in with their family 
customs and traditions. They will 
learn about the family traditions 
and customs of others. Pupils will 
learn about a time capsule and 
begin a memory box 

Rainforests- Madagascar 
Pupils will find out about where 
Madagascar is and when it was 
discovered. They will find out 
about some of the farming 
traditions of Madagascar. They 
will discover the history of 
Madagascar. 

Space 
Pupils will find out about space  
and the solar system. They will learn 
about the history of space travel. They 
will learn about the people who travelled 
to the moon.  
 

The natural world- minibeasts 
Pupils will talk about events that may 
happen with regards to life cycles of 
minibeasts They will use to talk to 
sequence events and ask and answer 
questions about minibeasts. They will 
use the correct vocabulary to discuss 
growth change and decay.  
 

Year B Pirates  
Pupils will find out about the 
history of pirates. They will 
learn about the ships they used 
for travel and compare them to 
now. The Pupils will discover 
how Pirates would have 
navigated the seas compared 
to today.  

Seasonal changes  
Pupils will learn about seasonal 
changes and be able to discuss 
them using the correct tense. 
Pupils will discover the history of a 
weather forecast. How did people 
predict the weather in the past? 
 

Toys and games 
 Pupils will compare the toys they 
have now with ones from the 
past. They will find out about 
toys their own parents or 
grandparents used to have.  
Pupils will learn about the history 
the materials used in creating 
toys. The pupils will learn some 
of the games children played in 
the past and compare them to 
now.  

Holidays 
Pupils will compare different holiday 
destinations from different time periods. 
They will talk to their parents and 
grandparents about their holidays and 
how they may differ from now. Pupils 
will be able to discuss the differences 
between old black and white 
photographs or videos of holidays and 
colour. 

You, me and everyone 
Pupils will find out about their own 
family and those of others. They will 
learn about family tress and about my 
family in the past. They will join in with 
their family customs and traditions. 
They will learn about the family 
traditions and customs of others. Pupils 
will learn about a time capsule and 
begin a memory box 



 

KS1 National Curriculum Distribution 

Module 

Chronology:  
sequence/language 

Why people 
did things 

Why events 
happened 

What happened 
as a result 

Differences between ways  
of life at different times 

Different versions 
of the past 

Finding out from 
sources 

Asking and 
answering  
questions 

Significant People – Mary Anning               

Significant events locally – Remembrance 
Day                 

Comparing 2 significant Individuals                 

Significant places – locally                 

Events beyond living memory – Gunpowder 
Plot                 

Hot and Cold Places                 

Changes in Technology                 

A seaside holiday                 

 

KS1 History Units 

Year Autumn Spring Summer 

KS1A Significant People – Mary 
Anning 
Pupils will start to develop an understanding 
of chronology, and learn phrases related to 
the passage of time. They will learn about 
the life of Mary Anning, her significance in 
the study of palaeontology, and how her life 
was shaped by the age she lived in. Pupils 
will visit the Woodstock Museum and learn 
about the history of palaeontology. 

Significant events locally – 
Remembrance Day 
Pupils will be introduced to WW1 with a simplified 
outline of how the war began. They will learn about 
alliances and consider how these contributed to the 
outbreak of war. The question, Why do we wear 
poppies? will be answered using images and 
contemporary accounts. Pupils will learn about 
different types of war memorial and visit their local 
one. They will learn about the Christmas Truce and 
examine the evidence surrounding the event. 

 Comparing 2 significant 
Individuals 
Pupils will learn about the lives of 
Edith Cavell and Mary Seacole. They 
will revisit their learning about WW1 
and find out how Edith Cavell’s life was 
shaped by that event. Children will find 
out about Mary Seacole, the key 
events of her life and discuss how her 
life was shaped by amongst other 
things, racial prejudice and class. 

Significant places – 
locally  
Pupils will visit the Rollright 
Stones, a significant local 
historical site. Before visiting, 
they will use a timeline to learn 
how old the site is, and discuss 
why they think  the stone circle 
was built 

 

KS1B Events beyond living memory 
– Gunpowder Plot 
Pupils will study a timeline of people and 
events they have already studied  that will 
include the Gunpowder Plot. They will 
engage with images from the period and 
discuss differences in for example, costume. 
They will learn a simplified background to 
the religious differences of the period and 
be introduced to Guy Fawkes and his fellow 
plotters. They will learn the  sequence of 
events that led to the failure of the Plot and 
the consequences for those who took part.  

Hot and Cold Places  
Pupils will learn about Captain Scott in relation to his 
expeditions to Antarctica. They will discuss and 
answer questions about how he is remembered, 
examine our understanding of past historical 
achievements and think about how Scott has been 
represented through the passage of time. 

Changes in Technology 
Pupils learn about how toys have 
developed through the ages. They 
will compare their construction 
and manufacture. They will use 
suitable vocabulary to describe 
toys their grandparents may have 
played with and those they play 
with themselves. They will 
question older family members 
about their play and favourite 
pastimes. 

A seaside holiday 
Pupils will collect artefacts and images 
related to a modern seaside holiday. 
They will produce an initial vocabulary 
bank that can be used to compare 
later investigations into holidays from 
100 years ago. They will think about 
how we know what holidays were like 
in the past, question whether people 
went on holiday for the same reasons 
as in the present day, and notice the 
main differences between how people 
enjoy themselves now and at a 
previous point in British history. 

 



 

KS2 History Units 

Year Autumn Spring Summer 

LKS2A The Stone Age  
Pupils will develop their 
chronological 
understanding by exploring 
the concept of a time line 
which can represent the 
‘Stone Age.  They will learn 
about the life of a 
Hunter/Gatherer and how 
this changed due to farming 
and settlement.  They will 
find out about life in the 
settlement of Skara Brae. 

WW2 in the locality  
Pupils will consider how life in Great Rollright was 
affected during WW2.  They will use the school log books 
as historical evidence to find out about changes in the 
life of the school during WW2.  They will use first hand 
accounts of evacuees to find out about children 
evacuated to Great Rollright.  They will learn about 
national initiatives that would have affected people in 
Great Rollright e.g. rationing, dig for victory.  They will 
explore maps to find out about bombing in the local 
area, and consider why Oxford was not bombed.  They 
will learn about the actions of a local resident and 
consider whether an award for Gallantry should be 
issued. 

 Ancient Greeks  
Pupils will understand the term ‘legacy’ 
and consider which of the legacies left 
by the Ancient Greeks should be 
considered their greatest achievement.  
Pupils will learn about the Battle of 
Marathon and how this gave rise to the 
Olympics.  Pupils will consider the cities 
of Athens and Sparta and how they 
were different, leading to understanding 
of the significance of democracy.  Pupils 
will learn about  Alexander the Great 
and how his achievements led to the 
growth of the Greek Empire. 

 

UKS2A  WW2 – National and International  
Pupils will learn how why Britain went to war in 1939 
and what helped us to stand firm against the German 
threat. They will learn how propaganda was used, the 
importance of Alan Turing’s invention, and how Britons 
celebrated Christmas and VE day. 

 Space Race  
Pupils will learn the timeline of space 
exploration, starting from 1957 (Sputnik 
2) and ending in 1990 with the launch of 
the Hubble Space telescope 

 

LKS2B Boudicca and the Romans   
Pupils will learn about Celtic life in Britain 
before the arrival of the Romans, and how 
this bought huge change.  They will 
consider how Boudicca led resistance to 
this, and why.  They will consider how the 
perspectives of the Celts and Romans has 
led to difference in the way this history 
was recorded.  Pupils will then learn about 
the changes that the Romans brought to 
the UK. 

 The Pyramids  

Pupils will learn about life in 
Ancient Egypt, including 
finding about their burial 
practices.   

  

UKS2B Anglo Saxons 
Pupils will learn what happened in Britain 
after the Romans left in 410AD, about the 
arrival of the Anglo Saxons and how they 
changed life in Britain.  They will learn 
about the heptarchy and how Christianity 
ended up the main religion. 
 
 
 

 Mayans 
Pupils will learn what life was 
like for Mayan people. They 
will also learn why the Maya 
empire grew and why it later 
declined. 

Anglo Saxons and Vikings 
Pupils will learn who Alfred the Great 
was, about the Viking invasion of 
Britain, about the struggles between the 
Vikings and Anglo Saxons and how 
Britain ended up becoming united 
leading to a long lineage of Kings and 
Queens. 

 



KS2 National Curriculum Distribution 

Module 

Understanding 
characteristic 
ideas, beliefs, 

attitudes, diversity 

Understanding 
similarity and 

difference, 
continuity and 

change 

Understand 
significance 

Identify and describe 
reasons for, and results 

of, events, situations 
and changes 

Discern how and why 
contrasting arguments and 
interpretations of the past 

have been constructed 

Make 
connections, 

draw contrasts, 
analyse trends 

Understand how 
evidence is used to 

make historical claims 
( includes evaluation) 

Create own 
structured 
accounts, 

including written 
narratives and 

analyses 

Stone Age                 

WW2 - in the locality                 

Ancient Greeks                 

Boudicca and the Romans                 

Pyramids                 

WW2 - national and international                 

Space Race                 

Anglo Saxons                 

Mayans                 

Anglo Saxons and Vikings                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


