
Homework 

Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day that contributes to their learning in 

response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by 

teachers and parents to support a child’s learning. Engaging in homework makes the home school relationships 

we value so highly, stronger. Our homework policy has been designed to make a positive impact on progress 

and enhance pupils learning. Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 have separate homework expectations. This ensures 

progression throughout the school, transition from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 and helps to prepare children for 

secondary school.  
 

Aims and Objectives 

The aims and objectives of homework are: 

- to enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development 

- to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner 

- to promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s learning 

- to provide educational experiences not possible in school 

- to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to practise skills taught 

in lessons 

- to help children develop good work habits for the future 

 
 

The Meadow and The Woodland 

In The Meadow and The Woodland Classes (Years R, 1 and 2) we encourage the children to read at home with 

their parents using high quality storybooks from home and school. Book bags are taken home and we believe 

that parents should read with their child daily. Parents then write in the Reading Diary so the class teacher can 

evaluate the child’s progress against the amount of reading experience. We explain clearly to parents how they 

can best support their child at this time in order to achieve the maximum benefit. 

A list of homework tasks related to the class topic will be issued to Year 1 and 2 children at the beginning of 

each term. Children choose to complete three (or more) tasks from the list. They bring the homework to school 

as soon as it is finished and share this with the class. In preparation for Key Stage Two, there will be some topic-

based tasks throughout the year which lead to sharing assemblies and school displays. 

Children also work through a ‘Number Sense’ Maths Fluency task. This task will reinforce the fact learnt 

throughout the week and is expected to take no more than ten minutes.  

 

Key Stage Two 

In addition to the weekly homework tasks for Key Stage Two, and in line with our topic planning, there will be a 

selection of homework tasks set each term which have been carefully designed to enhance the topic work taught 

in school. These tasks may take the form of some preparation for a shared assembly, the creation of an 

interactive ‘gallery’ for the younger children, a piece of creative work for display in the school entrance hall or 

the opportunity to create and publish a piece of research for the school library. There will also be opportunities 

to produce and perform ‘expert lectures’ and share book reviews as well as recite poetry within each class and 

beyond. We strongly encourage you to support your children in completing these tasks. They provide an 

invaluable opportunity for your child to extend their knowledge, revise what they have learnt, take an ‘expert’ 

role in front of others and share in the creation of some invaluable public displays around school.   
 

 

 

 



The Ocean Class 

This year, children in KS2 will be expected to complete three tasks each week: 

• Reading (15mins a day): Children will be expected to read at least five times a week at home, both 

alone and with an adult (even if your child is already a fluent reader). They have a reading record to keep as 

evidence of this task. 

• Maths (15 mins): Timetable fluency tasks will be sent home each week. 

• TTRockstars practice (10 mins): Will be set and checked weekly. 

• Each half-term, the children will be asked to complete a task related to the school topic – this could be 

creating a leaflet, or a short presentation, or learning a part for a sharing assembly in school. This will be 

explained to the children a couple of weeks into each term to give them 3-4 weeks to complete it. We will also 

send a Parent Mail at the same time explaining each term’s task in more detail. 

 

 

The Mountain Class 

This year, children in KS2 will be expected to complete three tasks each week: 

• Reading (15 mins a day, 5 mins a week for Padlet task): Children will be expected to read at least five 

times a week at home, both alone and with an adult (even if your child is already a fluent reader). 

Each week, the children will be given a question about their reading book on Padlet (Padlet is one of 

the platforms we used to share work over lockdown, but we will spend time in school showing them 

how to use it again). The Padlet link will be sent out via Purple Mash every Monday, and the children’s 

responses will be checked and shared with the class the following Monday. 

• Maths (15 mins): Arithmetic fluency tasks will be sent home each week. 

• TTRockstars practice (10 mins): Will be set and checked weekly. Those who are already fluent in their 

times tables will be offered an alternative maths task to complete. 

Each half-term, the children will be asked to complete a task related to the school topic – this could be 

creating a leaflet, or a short presentation, or learning a part for a sharing assembly in school. This will be 

explained to the children a couple of weeks into each term to give them 3-4 weeks to complete it. We will also 

send a Parent Mail at the same time explaining each term’s task in more detail. 

 

The Role of Parents in supporting homework 

Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an important part of this process. 

We ask parents to encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to help 

their child as they feel necessary and provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their 

best. Parents can support their child by providing a good working space at home, by enabling their child to visit 

a library regularly, and by discussing the homework set with the child. Access to the internet can always be 

provided at school if parents have difficulties with this. 

We ask parents to support and monitor the homework completed, to encourage the children to read at home 

regularly and also to write in the reading record where appropriate. 

If parents have any problems about homework, they should, in the first instance, contact the child’s class 

teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, they should contact the head teacher. Finally if they 

should wish to make a complaint about school homework  or the way it is implemented, they should contact 

the Governing Body.  

We try to develop an understanding in our pupils of the benefits of homework. We want them to understand 

how it will extend their learning but also prepare them for the routines of secondary school. We promote 

homework through positive reinforcement. Parents have a crucial role to play in this process.        

 

 

 



A note on ‘Fluency’ in Mathematics 

Over the last few years, we have been developing our approach to teaching maths in school using a mastery 

approach.  This approach in maths means that we are teaching in a way that requires all children to master skills 

successfully and consistently, enabling them to have a real depth of knowledge.  This is a widely researched and 

successful strategy for enabling children to achieve consistently, and well in their mathematics education. 

 

This year, we are replacing the Rising Stars program we had been running in school to develop children’s mental 

maths skills with a program called Number Sense in KS1 (this will extend into KS2 as and when this part of the 

program is produced – until then we are using our own in-house strategies) that is based on principles of 

teaching for mastery.  We are really focusing this on achieving fluency of knowledge in key mental maths areas.  

In EYFS and KS1 we are focusing on their fluency in addition and subtraction facts, and in KS2 we are focusing 

on their fluency in multiplication and division facts.  

 

The National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics recommends a set of facts that children are 

fluent with by the end of KS1, and then the end of KS2.  They encourage schools to use a systematic approach 

to ensure that children have exposure to, and fluency in, their recognition and ideally recall of these facts.  This 

will ensure that children have the necessary skills to calculate accurately and apply this thinking in other 

contexts.   

 

Each week, children will bring home a Maths Homework sheet to complete which will enable them to recall 

and then respond to problems connected to the facts they have been learning in school. This will support 

them in embedding these facts into their long-term memories.  It will also encourage them to recall the 

information in a new setting, which is again important for this being firmly embedded in their memories.  This 

homework should be a short task, ideally taking no more than 10 minutes.  It should feel fairly easy for your 

child, with only some of the questions requiring them to pause and think before responding.  This is important 

and a sign of success for your child, and not that the homework is too easy.  It should not be overly challenging 

for them as we are developing fluency and encouraging fact retention.  

 

Our very youngest students will still be developing memory skills, and we would not expect them to be 

immediately securing these facts with fluent recall, but over time and practise this will come.  These students 

may still require the use of practical equipment to support their calculations and we recommend tools like pasta, 

soft toys and other small objects will be helpful for them to use when completing their homework sheets. 

 

Our oldest students are focusing on applying these basic addition & subtraction, and multiplication & division 

skills within mental and written methods.  Their homework will focus on the procedures within which they need 

to apply the basic facts to encourage procedural fluency as well as factual recall.  The homework will be based 

on work completed in class which the children will be confident in, and the homework will provide further 

practise at retrieving and applying the knowledge. 

 

 

 


