
Friends of Great Rollright School

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Friday 15 October 2021

1. Attendance and Regrets

Present: Martene Midwood (Chair), Kate Drake (Treasurer), Charlotte Robinson
(Secretary), Kate Wood (Trustee), Rachel Keenan (Trustee), Rebecca MacRae (Trustee)
Michelle Hastings (Head and Trustee), Samantha Thorburn, Sam Wood, Duncan Midwood,
Martha Simpson, Clare Newcome Evans, Jen Stephens, Tracy Grundy, Chris Gasson

Apologies: Hayley Timms, Michelle Jones, Melissa Wighton, Iona Hoare, Ellie Jennings, Emma
Carter, Alexandra Byrne, Kelly Cooper, Deanna Winstanley, Magda Swietek, Davina Widdows,
Stacey Doogan

2. Confirmation of Quorum

Confirmed.

3 . Approval of Minutes

Members approved the minutes from the 2020/21 AGM.

4 . Chair’s Report

Martene Midwood gave a report on the Friends’ activities and achievements in the past year.
Her report is attached.

4. Treasurer’s Report

Kate Drake gave a report on Friends’ income and expenditure in the past year. Her report is
attached.

Kate confirmed that the accounts have been audited and approved by Tom Gormley, as
Independent Examiner.

5. Appointment of Independent Examiner

Members voted to appoint Tom Gormley as Independent Examiner for the coming year.



6. A word from Michelle Hastings, Headteacher

Michelle Hastings expressed thanks to the Friends from all the teachers for all their hard work in
raising funds for the school. She remarked that it is amazing that the Friends continued to
fundraise during the pandemic.

Michelle stressed that the money the Friends raise is essential, as the school budget only
covers staffing and a few basic necessities. The money does not just buy treats but is spent on
essential educational items that benefit every child and make a tremendous difference.

7. Election of officers

There were 3 nominations, one for each position. The following members were voted into post:

Martene Midwood - Chair

Kate Drake - Treasurer

Charlotte Robinson - Secretary

7. Election of Trustees at large

There were four nominations for Trustee for the coming year. The following members were
voted onto the committee as Trustee:

Rebecca MacRae

Rachel Keenan

Kate Wood

Clare Newcombe Evans

8. Open discussion: a chance for those attending to ask questions or comment

Martene confirmed that the committee has already been working on a number of ideas for
events in the coming months, including Chores for Change, Glow Party, wreath making
workshop, Christmas market, Christmas cards.

The village is organising a celebration event for the Queen’s jubilee in June 2022, and for this
reason we will organise a second Autumn Fair in September 2022, rather than reverting to a
summer fete. The fair was a great success in September. Martene suggested that we organise a
family day in the summer, such as the golf day that was successfully run in the past.



Clare Newcombe Evans talked about the wellness workshops she is planning to organise in the
new year. These will be open to children and parents, with all proceeds going to Friends.

Duncan Midwood talked about the Great Rollright BINGO nights, which generate fund for
Friends and the village hall. He encourages more parents and children to attend, as each extra
person generates a significant donation to school funds, and it is a lot of fun.

Martha Simpson suggested that we organise some social events to connect parents who have
not been able to meet up because of the pandemic - particularly for the lower school parents. A
park and coffee date or similar.

Other ideas suggested by parents were: baby and toddler sale, golf day, comedy night.

9. Date of first meeting

The next committee meeting will be held in the week after half term, exact date to be confirmed.


