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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you all had a restful and safe Easter break. Welcome to the summer term – 

remote style!  

We’ve all had to adapt to new ways of working and I would like to begin by saying thank 

you and well done for all your hard work in supporting your child’s wellbeing and 

learning during this time. It’s a strange and challenging situation and our aim is to 

continue to support you in the best way we can as we work through this together. 

Remember, if you have any concerns about helping your child learn or you need any 

other support from the school, please let us know by contacting either myself or the 

relevant member of staff using our school email addresses. 

 

We miss the children very much, but we must follow the government’s guidance to keep 

everyone in our community safe. To achieve this, we are carrying on with the 

recommendation to open the school only to the children of key workers and those who 

are vulnerable in some way. But just because we’re not all in the same building, doesn’t 

mean we can’t have some fun together! Your children will have lots of activities they can 

get stuck into over the summer term and below you will find a message from each class 

teacher about what to expect over the term. 

 

It has been a real delight for us to see the children’s fantastic learning at home – please 

keep sending their work in so that it can be displayed and enjoyed by everyone who 

visits the website.  

 

I am also able to send you a wellbeing document with this letter which has not been 

created by us directly, but has some useful hints and tips about supporting home 

learning and your child’s wellbeing. 

 

We can’t say yet when we’ll be able to open the school fully, but rest assured that we’ll 

continue doing our utmost to keep your child learning and our school community 

connected until we meet again!  

 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

Michelle Hastings 
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The Meadow Class  

Thank you to everyone that has added their home learning activities on the Tapestry 

website. The Meadow team and I have enjoyed seeing all the creative activities you 

have been doing alongside the maths, phonics, reading and writing. Once again, I will be 

checking Tapestry every day to help celebrate the children’s learning with you or offer 

an extra challenge! Additionally, alongside the word of the day, I will be introducing a 

group number challenge.  

Also, some parents have contacted me about reading books, so I have set up a Meadow 

account on the Oxford Reading Tree website. The login details and links for this are in 

the memo section on your Tapestry account.  

Our topic for the next two terms is all about nature and the natural world, which I think 

will be another exciting topic for the Meadow class! So, anything that you can help your 

child find out about the natural world, for example, plants, animals, life cycles and 

habitats, I would love to see. I will also post some ideas in the form of a topic web and 

put that on both Tapestry and the class webpage. As I suggested later on last term, 

please remember if you wish me to share any of your photos with the school then just 

email them directly to me and at the end of each week I will upload them as a class 

collection. You are all doing an incredible job and I hope we will see each other again 

soon. 

Take great care, Tracy.  

 

The Woodland Class 

Firstly, can we thank all the families who have sent pictures and email updates about 

what their children have been achieving during this very strange time.  We have both 

been missing your lovely children and school life terribly, and hope things can return to 

normal as soon as possible. Unfortunately, as this does not seem to be likely for some 

time, we are working on structuring a more formalised approach to weekly tasks and 

ideas for learning. 

After the Easter break, we will post a weekly outline of activities on the Woodland page 

of the school website, under the Blog heading; the first post will be available on Monday 

20th April. 

It will be our expectation that all children attempt as many of these tasks as they can, but 

we would like parents to keep in mind Miss Hastings recent words on home schooling, 
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You are, and always have been, your child’s primary educator. You will decide what is right 
for your child during this time and there is nothing to stress or feel guilty about if you cannot 
or do not access all of the distance learning opportunities being presented to you. The class 
activities and the website suggestions are there to support parents if and when they suit the 
circumstances.  

All kinds of everyday situations can be valuable learning for your child as can imaginative 
play and time with you. Ideally, we would like children to read, write, draw, do some practical 
maths and some physical exercise every day. The website has opportunities for all of this 
and much more and it will continue to grow as opportunities present themselves. But please 
know that you are loving your children and supporting them through a difficult time.  

So that you are aware, `To Do’ work completed on Purple Mash can be viewed and 
commented on by us, and we can monitor progress on Numbots, as well as enjoying the 
photos of work that are sent on email. Our addresses are: 

CDurbin@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk 

kjacoby@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk 

As you have probably seen, examples of work are being posted on our school website 
and children are being awarded special virtual Home Learning certificates for excellent 
work. This has been done in the spirit of keeping the children’s sense of community 
thriving and so that we can acknowledge their contributions. Just as a quick reminder, 
should you wish to find extra activities for your child, there are lots of links and ideas on 
the Home Learning tab that have been collated to save time trawling the internet. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email us. 

Kind Regards, 

Claire Durbin and Karina Jacoby 

The Ocean Class 

 

Children will be emailed work each weekday on Purple Mash via the emailing system as a 

continuation of the success of this method from last term.  Either Mrs Buckland or Mrs 

Tomlinson will be available on email via Purple Mash from 8.45am – 3.15pm as much as 

possible. Your child may email any questions about the work and they will supported as much as 

possible.   

 

Children can choose to do as many of the tasks as possible and there is no requirement that 

they must all be completed.  However, it is a really nice way to stay in touch, so it would be 

great if your child emailed us once a week to let us know what they have been up to, even if 

they have not completed many of the learning tasks. 
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To find the email every day, by clicking on the ‘Alert’ they can select ‘go to’ to access their 

inbox.  Many of the activities will appear as a ‘2Do’ which will also appear in the Alert when they 

log into purple mash.  These can also be accessed by clicking on the ‘2Dos’ tick next to the home 

button. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Buckland and Mrs Tomlinson have been working hard to create their own material within 

Purple Mash and can now make their own 2Do’s.  This means that we are able to create work 

that the children will be familiar with, they can hear our voices to give instructions, and they can 

continue with work we were doing in class. 

 

Work set via email could include: 

• Daily Maths questions – we already do this every day, so children are familiar with the 

questions and this should take them about 15mins to complete. (Now a 2Do!) 

• Spelling Practice – a weekly spelling list will be added to the website as well each week 

(Now a 2Do!) 

• Reading– where possible this will be linked to Science, History or Geography to carry on 

these subject areas. Children will be given a link to follow to access appropriate reading 

matter.  Children will be asked to answer comprehension questions based on what they 

have read. 

• Maths Activity – this will strengthen children’s existing skills based on learning we have 

already covered.  The activities for this will vary but will be explained clearly each day. 

• Creative task – this could link to any of the other subject areas and change daily. 

  

In addition to this, we also request that the children complete the following tasks every day: 

• TTRockstars or Numbots (10 minutes a day) 

• Reading of reading book either to an adult or to themselves for at least 15mins a day.   

  

Click here to find the 

activities set as 2Dos. 

Click here to read the 

emails.   
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 On the back of this letter is a grid of tasks which children can complete that are not screen 

based.  These can be used by children who are unable to access a computer/tablet/mobile 

phone to complete online learning.  They can also be used if children wish to complete further 

home learning than that directed daily.   

 

You can also contact us on our work emails.  If children complete the additional tasks and these 

are photographable, we would love to see pictures of what children produce.  We will upload 

some of these to the school website to share with the rest of the class.  If you don’t want us to 

share the picture, but would like us to see it, please indicate this in the email. 

 Mrs Buckland:  rbuckland@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk 

Mrs Tomlinson: ftomlinson@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Mrs Buckland and Mrs Tomlinson  

 
Maths:  Make a simple spinner 

with the digits 0-9  

 
Then each of you draw an 

addition grid like this: 

 
 Take turns to throw the dice. 

After each throw of the dice, 

you each decide which of your 

cells to put that number in.  

Throw the dice four times until 

all the cells are full.  Whoever 

has the sum closer to 100 wins. 

A point for a win. The first 

person to reach 10 wins the 

game. 

Maths:  Can you solve 

these? 

I'm thinking of a number. 

My number is both a 

multiple of 5and a 

multiple of 6.  What 

could my number be?  

What else could it be?  

What is the smallest 

number it could be? 

  

I'm thinking of a number. 

My number is a multiple 

of  

4, 5 and 6.  What could 

my number be?  What 

else could it be?  What is 

the smallest number it 

could be? 

 

 Can you write your own 

questions for other 

members of your family 

to solve? 

Science:  Storm in a 

glass!  You will need: 

shaving cream, a large 

glass, food colouring, a 

spoon.  What to do: Fill 

the glass 1/2 full with 

water.  Spray some 

shaving cream on top of 

the water to fill the glass 

to ¾ full. 

Use a spoon to spread 

the shaving cream 

evenly over the top of 

the water. The top of the 

shaving cream should be 

flat. Mix ½-cup water 

with 10 drops of food 

colouring in a separate 

container. Gently add 

the coloured water, 

spoonful by spoonful, to 

the top of the shaving 

cream. When it gets too 

heavy, watch it storm! 

Science: 

Can you pose and design 

an investigation to 

answer your own 

question using resources 

in your kitchen e.g. Does 

temperature affect how 

long sugar takes to 

dissolve?  or How does 

the amount of yeast in a 

bread mix affect how it 

rises?  A good 

investigation will mean 

you change 1 thing and 

keep the rest the same.  

Present your results in a 

poster/video or 

photographs..   

Maths:  One Million to Seven 

 

Start by putting one million 

(1000000) into the display of 

your calculator. 

 

Can you reduce this to 7 using 

just these six buttons - the 7 

key and add, subtract, multiply, 

divide and equals as many 

times as you like? 

Writing:  Write a diary 

from the perspective of a 

germination plant.  Start 

from when the plant is a 

seed, breaks through the 

surface of the soil for the 

first time, begins growing 

more and more leaves 

and eventually a flower.  

Then, perhaps it is visited 

by an insect and 

Writing:  Write a book 

review about your 

favourite fiction book 

that you think others 

would enjoy reading 

while they are away 

from school.  Remember 

to include a summary of 

the start of the story, the 

best character, why you 

enjoyed it as well as who 

Writing:  Imagine you are 

a minibeast e.g. ladybird 

or bee.  Write a 

description of your 

journey through your 

garden, imagining what it 

would look, feel, sound, 

smell and taste like from 

their perspective 
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What is the shortest way can 

you find to do it? 

pollinated, creating a 

new seed to start the 

process again. 

else might enjoy it. 

Geography:  Chose a place you 

have been to in holiday that 

you think others might enjoy 

finding out about.  Tell us 

where it is, perhaps include a 

map, what you can do there, 

what the weather is usually like 

(climate) and where you can 

stay.  Present this as a leaflet. 

Geography:  Draw a map 

of your house and 

garden.  Then design a 

treasure hunt for your 

family so they can use 

the maps to locate the 

clues and follow the trail 

you have left them.  You 

could make this extra 

tricky by using riddles for 

the clues! 

History: Research 

someone inspiring from 

the past e.g. Christopher 

Columbus, Martin Luther 

King or Francis Drake.  

Create a poster about 

them, or perhaps write a 

biography of their life.  

History: Chose a period of 

history not studied in 

school e.g. Tudors, 

Middle Ages, 1960s, 

1970s – or any time you 

are interested in.  Create 

a leaflet or short 

information book which 

will tell someone what 

you can find out. 

Art:  Investigate landscapes. In 

art. Research some famous 

artists that have painted 

landscapes and recreate their 

drawings/paintings.  Use the 

internet to find out about 

perspective in drawing: how 

things look smaller when they 

are further away.   

Art:  Produce a piece of 

artwork which celebrates 

the NHS.  Display this in a 

window on the front of 

your house.  This task is 

being completed by 

children around the 

world so that those 

walking to stay fit whilst 

in isolation have 

inspiration from the 

artwork they see.  

 

PE: Can you design a 

keep fit routine that 

people could practice in 

their living rooms or 

gardens?  You could 

write down a plan for 

the routine, photograph 

yourself doing the 

different activities or 

even create a video of 

you performing the 

routine for others to 

follow. 

PE:  Can you measure 

your garden and work out 

how many laps of your 

garden you would need 

to run to complete a 

mile?  Then complete a 

daily mile and time how 

long it takes you each 

day. Can you improve 

your time? 

RE: Research the miracles of 

Jesus. Write about what he did 

and why you think he 

performed them. Think about 

whether the miracles actually 

happened or were they stories 

that people used to explain 

something they couldn’t 

understand or to explain how 

they thought about Jesus.  

DT:  Create a 3D model 

of a landscape to 

include: a mountain or 

mountains, hills, a river 

or rivers, a coast and   

You could use anything 

to make it: plasticine, 

cardboard or stones and 

soil from the garden.    

Music:  Write a cheerful 

song and record yourself 

performing it.  Perhaps a 

song about friendship 

and love for each other 

that would bring people 

job and make them feel 

special.  You could write 

down the lyrics or even 

video yourself 

performing this and we 

can try and share it with 

others in the school. 

French:  Duolingo is a 

great website which you 

can use to learn a new 

language.  You could 

continue learning French 

like we do in school, or 

pick any other language 

you might like to learn. 
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The Mountains Class 

 

Home learning in Summer term 2 will continue in a similar manner to before Easter. I 

will email the children their optional tasks each day on Purple Mash; however, I will also 

put a weekly overview of the tasks on our class page on the school website. Each day, 

there will be 5-6 optional activities: reading, English (spelling, grammar or writing), 

maths, a physical activity and one or two foundation subjects. In maths, we will be 

recapping the learning the children have already done this year – I will not be 

introducing any new content. As always, if you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact me directly on my school email address. 

Thank you for your continue support, and don’t forget to check the ‘home learning’ 

page on our website if you need any more ideas! 

Miss Bartlett  

 


