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Thursday 19th  March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Government Enforced Closure 

 

Following on from my last update, I’m writing to let you know that we have now been 

instructed to close the school to almost all children after this Friday until further notice. All 

children who are well and who are not part of a family self-isolation plan can attend school 

tomorrow. If your child is unwell or is self-isolating, they should not attend. 

As advised by the government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key 

workers (e.g. NHS staff, police, others in frontline services) and children with certain needs 

(as long as they are well). More information about this will follow. 

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into 

school from Monday onwards. 

If your child usually receives free school meals we will also be in touch with more information 

about how we can continue to provide this with support from a scheme that the government 

has just announced. 

Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the news – so while it is 

a challenging situation, we are not alone. We will re-open fully as soon as we can and will let 

you know when this is by using ParentMail and our school website. 

Your child’s learning is still very important to us and we will continue to help them learn in 

the best possible ways that we can. This letter provides an overview of the learning for all 

classes leading up to and during the Easter holidays.  

All national primary school tests have been cancelled for the remainder of this academic 

year. 

 Please keep this letter somewhere safe so that you can refer back to it! 

 

What work will be set for my child? 

 

At Great Rollright, the teachers are setting home learning using our existing technology systems 

that the children use for their weekly homework, with a mixture of ‘paper’ activities.   

The details of the work for each class is listed on the following pages. This information and all 

associated resources can also be found on the school website www.great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk 

under the relevant class tabs. 

 

What if I need to contact a teacher/the school? 

 

Whilst we are closed, should you have any questions or queries about the work set, please email 

them to the relevant class teacher.  Please note that teachers will be available from 8.45 – 3.15 
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pm on the days which they work. The emails will not be checked in the evenings, at the 

weekends or during the holidays. There may be times when staff are unwell, working on other 

tasks related to school or caring for their own children so please be patient. The head teacher 

email account will be monitored every day for all other enquiries.  

 

The email contacts are as follows –  

Michelle Hastings – head.3408@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk  - Monday - Friday 

Tracy Grundy – tgru1146@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk    Monday - Friday 

Claire Durbin – CDurbin@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk   - Monday - Wednesday 

Karina Jacoby – kjacoby@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk   - Thursday - Friday 

Rebecca Buckland – rbuckland@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk  - Monday - Wednesday 

Fiona Tomlinson – FTomlinson@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk   - Thursday - Friday  

Sophie Bartlett – Sbartlett@great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk  - Monday - Friday 

 

 

 

How will the school contact me? 

 

All letters will go on the school website and will also be communicated via ParentMail.  We will 

endeavour to keep you informed of every step we take, in line with the government guidelines. 

If you do want to get in touch to share any concerns, please don’t hesitate to do so.  

 

We all know that this is a challenging and unprecedented situation – each school has to follow 

their own procedures, and I would like to thank you all for your patience and support during this 

difficult period  

 

Very best wishes to all of you, 

 

 

Michelle Hastings 
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The Meadow Class – information from Mrs Grundy 

 

As the children’s online learning journals (Tapestry) are now in use, I will be checking them daily 

to celebrate any learning, or WOWs that happen with you at home. Please remember you can 

upload videos and photographs and I will send home a guide to help you with this. As always, 

reading is an integral part of learning in Reception and I will provide each child with a few books. 

However, these will not be enough! I would therefore ask you to encourage your child to start 

reading words that are decodable when you share stories together.  

Last year all the children were given the Read Write Inc set one and two sound books so could I 

ask that you keep dipping in and out of these. It would also be great if they could practise 

writing in any capacity. I have provided a booklet about the coverage of maths in reception and 

it has a few ideas you could do together at home. The children have recently been provided with 

passwords for NumBots and there is a guide for this. Our topic this term is ‘space’ so anything 

interesting that you can help your child find out about or create I would love to see it. Once 

again please upload any shared learning experiences you do together to Tapestry and we will 

share all of this when we come back to school. I have also included a few home learning tasks 

that you can complete with your child.  
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The Woodland Class – information from Mrs Durbin and Mrs Jacoby 

Your child will bring home a pack of information and activity sheets, as well as password 

reminders for listed websites. 

 

1. Homework – please encourage your child to complete as many of this term’s 

homework tasks as possible as they complement and enhance all the learning taking 

place in school; the research elements of the topic activities are great ways to 

reinforce many key skills. Photographs of work can be sent to us via email for us to 

enjoy! 

 

2. Reading - children should be reading daily with an adult and although we will not be 

sending home multiple copies of school reading books, we would encourage reading 

in any format; information books, comics, recipes, instructions etc. We will provide 

children with Book Review sheets for them to complete about favourite reads. 

Websites such as Phonics Play have areas that can be accessed without payment 

and are a fun way to revise sounds and reading. https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

 

3. Spelling - both Y1 and Y2 can practise the spelling rules for their year group. The 

pack contains activity cards for practising such spellings. Not all of the spelling rules 

in the pack have been covered in school yet, but these can be looked at one at a 

time and practiced at home. High Frequency and Common Exception words are also 

included and the activity ideas from the spelling rule cards can be used to practice 

these words too. This is also a nice game  

http://www.ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/ 

 

4. Writing- keeping a diary would be a great way to practise all Literacy skills, as well as 

story and poetry writing. The children have all enjoyed writing acrostic poems this 

term and could choose their own words and ideas to produce new versions. 

 

5. Maths- all children have been provided with their sign in details for Numbots and 

can complete daily sessions. Children in Y2 can  practise Multiplication and Division 

using the online test generator listed in the homework letter, go to the Woodland 

page on the school website to click on the link within the Homework letter. Rising 

Star targets have been checked and updated where necessary and can be practised 

with an adult. Quick fire mental arithmetic can be practised using 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 

6. Online Working- the children will also have their sign in details for Purple Mash. This 

site includes topic based activities, Maths and Literacy games and many design and 

art based tasks. It is a very accessible site and the children enjoy exploring and 

saving work that can then be revisited. 

 www.purplemash.com 



   GREAT ROLLRIGHT CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
    Church End, Great Rollright, Oxon, OX7 5SA      01608 737202 

Head Teacher – Miss Michelle Hastings 
                                                     

The value of LOVE is visible in every area of school life, and our strong inclusive community is 

strengthened by our other Christian Values of COURAGE, RESPECT and TRUTH. 

 

 

 

 The Ocean Class – information from Mrs Buckland and Mrs Tomlinson 

 

Children will be emailed work each weekday on Purple Mash via the emailing system (children 

have been shown this at school). Either Mrs Buckland or Mrs Tomlinson will be available on 

email via Purple Mash from 8.45am – 3.15pm as much as possible. Your child may email any 

questions about the work and they will supported as much as possible.   

  

To find the email every day, by clicking on the ‘Alert’ they can select ‘go to’ to access their 

inbox.  Some of the activities will appear as a ‘2Do’ which means that when they log into purple 

mash.  These can be accessed by clicking on the ‘2Dos’ tick next to the home button. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work set via email could include: 

• Daily Maths questions – we already do this every day, so children are familiar with the 

questions and this should take them about 15mins to complete. 

• Spelling Practice  

• Grammar Game on Purple Mash (this will also appear as a 2Do within Purple Mash) 

• Typing Practice on Purple Mash (this will also appear as a 2Do within Purple Mash) 

• Maths Game on Purple Mash to practice telling the time (this will also appear as a 2Do) 

• Topic reading from another website – children will be given a link to this.  Children will 

be asked to answer up to 10 comprehension questions based on what they have read.  

  

In addition to this, we also request that the children complete the following tasks every day: 

• TTRockstars or Numbots (10 minutes a day) 

• Reading of reading book either to an adult or to themselves for at least 15mins a day.   

  

Click here to find the 

activities set as 2Dos. 

Click here to read the 

emails.   
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There will also be an optional task set everyday which children may choose to do if they would 

like to.  This could be a writing task e.g. retelling a Greek Myth we have read in school, or a 

Maths investigation from the website nrich, researched linked to other curriculum areas. 

  

Below is also a grid of tasks which children can complete that are not screen based.  These can 

be used by children who are unable to access a computer/tablet/mobile phone to complete 

online learning.  They can also be used if children wish to complete further home learning than 

that directed daily.   

 

If children are unwell, we obviously do not expect them to be completing the daily work.  But if 

possible, please let us know via their email that this is the case so we understand why we have 

not heard from them – as we will worry!  

 

You can also contact us on our work emails.  If children complete the additional tasks and these 

are photographable, we would love to see pictures of what children produce.  We will upload 

some of these to the school website to share with the rest of the class. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you all during this unprecedented time!  We look forward to 

receiving lots of work from the children. 

 
Writing:  

Choose 

your 

favourite 

story that 

involves a 

Greek 

monster 

and write 

your own 

version of 

the story.  

Perhaps, to 

be really 

exciting, 

you could 

retell the 

story from 

the point of 

view of the 

monster!  

What 

would the 

story be 

from the 

Minotaur's 

point of 

view? 

Writing:  

Write a book 

review about 

your 

favourite 

fiction book 

that you 

think others 

would enjoy 

reading while 

they are 

away from 

school.  

Remember to 

include a 

summary of 

the start of 

the story, the 

best 

character, 

why you 

enjoyed it as 

well as who 

else might 

enjoy it. 

Writing:  

Write a 

setting 

description 

of your 

favourite 

place to be.  

This could 

be your 

bedroom, a 

holiday 

destination 

or a 

beautiful 

place you 

have 

visited.  

Describe it 

so that 

others 

could 

image what 

you can 

see, hear 

and feel 

while you 

are there.  

You could 

add a 

picture of 

Maths:  To find the factors 

of a number, you have to 

find all the pairs of numbers 

that multiply together to 

give that number. The 

factors of  48 are: 

1 and 48 

2 and 24 

3 and 16 

4 and 12 

6 and 8 

If we leave out the number 

we started with, 48, and 

add all the other factors, we 

get  

76 : 

1+2+3+4+6+8+12+16+24=76 

So .... 48 is called an 

abundant number because 

it is less than the sum of its 

factors (without itself). (48 

 is less than 76.)  See if you 

can find some more 

abundant numbers! 

Maths:  Can 

you order the 

digits 1, 2 and 

3 to make a 

number which 

is divisible by 

3? And when 

the final digit 

is removed 

again it 

becomes a 

two-digit 

number 

divisible by 2, 

then finally a 

one-digit 

number 

divisible by 1?   

Can you order 

the digits 1, 2, 

3 and 4 to 

make a 

number which 

is divisible by 

4? 

And when the 

final digit is 

removed it 

becomes a 

three-digit 

Maths:  If 

the answer 

is 8, what 

could the 

question 

be? 

16÷2 

 

20−4−4−4 

 

6+2 

 

64 ÷ 8 

Etc. 

 

What could 

the 

answers be 

if the 

answer is 

2020? 

 

Science: 

Can you 

pose and 

design an 

investigation 

to answer 

your own 

question 

using 

resources in 

your kitchen 

e.g. Does 

temperature 

affect how 

long sugar 

takes to 

dissolve?  or 

How does 

the amount 

of yeast in a 

bread mix 

affect how it 

rises?  A 

good 

investigation 

will mean 

you change 1 

thing and 

keep the rest 

the same.  
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this as well. number which 

is divisible by 

3. 

And when the 

final digit is 

removed 

again it 

becomes a 

two-digit 

number 

divisible by 2, 

then finally a 

one-digit 

number 

divisible by 1? 

What systems 

are you using? 

Now what 

about taking 

this further for 

digits 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5?   1, 2, 3, 

4, 5, and 6? 

Etc. 

Present your 

results in a 

poster/video 

or 

photographs. 

Geography:  

Chose a 

place you 

have been 

to in 

holiday that 

you think 

others 

might enjoy 

finding out 

about.  Tell 

us where it 

is, perhaps 

include a 

map, what 

you can do 

there, what 

the 

weather is 

usually like 

(climate) 

and where 

you can 

stay.  

Present this 

as a leaflet. 

Geography:  

Draw a map 

of your house 

and garden.  

Then design a 

treasure hunt 

for your 

family so 

they can use 

the maps to 

locate the 

clues and 

follow the 

trail you have 

left them.  

You could 

make this 

extra tricky 

by using 

riddles for 

the clues! 

History: 

Research 

someone 

inspiring 

from the 

past e.g. 

Christopher 

Columbus, 

Martin 

Luther King 

or Francis 

Drake.  

Create a 

poster 

about 

them, or 

perhaps 

write a 

biography 

of their life.  

History: Chose a period of 

history not studied in school 

e.g. Tudors, Middle Ages, 

1960s, 1970s – or any time 

you are interested in.  

Create a leaflet or short 

information book which will 

tell someone what you can 

find out. 

Art:  Produce 

a self-portrait.  

Use a mirror 

and study 

what you look 

like carefully.  

You could 

leave this as a 

black and 

white sketch 

or chose to 

paint or colour 

in yourself.   

Art:  

Produce a 

piece of 

artwork 

which 

depicts 

‘hope’.  

Display this 

in a 

window on 

the front of 

your 

house.  

This task is 

being 

completed 

by children 

around the 

world so 

that those 

walking to 

stay fit 

whilst in 

isolation 

have 

inspiration 

from the 

artwork 

they see. 

Science:  

Design a 

parachute 

that will 

mean that an 

egg (hard 

boiled first) 

will land 

gently and 

not break.  

Use junk 

modelling 

material e.g. 

cereal boxes, 

newspapers 

etc.  Perhaps 

challenge all 

your family 

to create a 

design and 

have fun 

testing them 

together by 

dropping 

them down 

the stairs!   

Surprise Us:  

Have you 

RE: There 

have been 

DT:  Design 

a zoo.  Use 

Music:  Write a cheerful 

song and record yourself 

French:  

Create a 

PE: Can you 

design a 

PE:  Can you 

measure 
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got an idea 

for a task 

that you 

would like 

to do?  

Check with 

us first, but 

perhaps 

you’d really 

like to do a 

project on 

submarines, 

or design a 

birdbox 

from wood 

or anything 

else you 

can do with 

a parent at 

home!  

Looking 

forward to 

seeing how 

creative 

you can be! 

some 

inspiring 

religious 

individuals.  

Find out 

about the life 

and 

achievements 

from one of 

the following 

people:  

Mother 

Teresa, 

Gandhi, Guru 

Nanak, Saint 

Paul or 

Desmond 

Tutu.  Create 

a poster 

about them 

to share what 

they 

achieved 

with others. 

a large 

sheet of 

paper to 

design a 

zoo.  Think 

about the 

animals 

you would 

like to 

have, the 

size and 

shape of 

the 

enclosures, 

whether 

you want 

gift shops, 

cafes, 

ticket 

booths etc.  

To go even 

further you 

could plan 

how much 

it will cost 

to get in, 

for items in 

the shops 

etc.   

performing it.  Perhaps a 

song about friendship and 

love for each other that 

would bring people job and 

make them feel special.  

You could write down the 

lyrics or even video yourself 

performing this and we can 

try and share it with others 

in the school. 

phrase book 

showing the 

French words 

/ phrases you 

know along 

side a 

translation of 

what they 

mean in 

English.  You 

could perhaps 

research more 

to add to it 

with other 

words/phrases 

you might find 

useful if you 

visited France. 

keep fit 

routine 

that people 

could 

practice in 

their living 

rooms or 

gardens?  

You could 

write down 

a plan for 

the 

routine, 

photograph 

yourself 

doing the 

different 

activities or 

even create 

a video of 

you 

performing 

the routine 

for others 

to follow. 

your garden 

and work out 

how many 

laps of your 

garden you 

would need 

to run to 

complete a 

mile?  Then 

complete a 

daily mile 

and time 

how long it 

takes you 

each day. 

Can you 

improve 

your time? 
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The Mountains Class – information from Miss Bartlett 

Online Learning Children will be emailed work each weekday on Purple Mash via the emailing 

system (children have been shown this at school). I will be available on email via Purple Mash 

from 8.45am – 3.15pm as much as possible. Your child may email me questions about the work 

and I will support as much as I can. Work set via email could include specific questions/tasks 

related to our learning in class or activities on educational websites. Learning can be supported 

by using the following websites: 

• TTRockstars or Numbots (10 minutes a day) 

• ReadTheory (2 quizzes a day) 

• Spelling Shed (10 minutes a day) 

• Typing Club (optional) 

  

I also strongly encourage children to read for at least 30 minutes a day. If they wish, they can 

then email me about their book updating me on the latest events! 

  

To find the email every day, by clicking on the ‘Alert’ they can select ‘go to’ to access their 

inbox.  Some of the activities will appear as a ‘2Do’ which means that when they log into purple 

mash.  These can be accessed by clicking on the ‘2Dos’ tick next to the home button. 

 
  

 

To limit the amount of screen time, I will also be setting a diary project to be completed during 

school closures. As this is such a rare event, children should write an entry each day detailing 

how they have spent their day, any updates in the news, anything unusual happening locally 

(e.g. the local shop has run out of bread!) that might be interesting to look back on in 10 years’ 

time! They could even include photos or draw pictures to accompany the entries. Children who 

return completed diaries will be rewarded. I look forward to reading them when we return!If 



   GREAT ROLLRIGHT CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
    Church End, Great Rollright, Oxon, OX7 5SA      01608 737202 

Head Teacher – Miss Michelle Hastings 
                                                     

The value of LOVE is visible in every area of school life, and our strong inclusive community is 

strengthened by our other Christian Values of COURAGE, RESPECT and TRUTH. 

 

 

 

children are unwell, we obviously do not expect them to be completing the daily work.  But 

please let us know via their email that this is the case so we understand why we have not heard 

from them.   

 

Unless your children are ill, we do expect that they complete the work set.  In this initial phase, 

the teachers will set work for the final two weeks of term. Please keep evidence of these 

completed activities, as there will be rewards available from their class teacher for everything 

they complete! 

 

 


