
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Meadow  

Minibeasts 

Prime Area: Personal, Social and Emotional 
development (PSED) 

Relationships 

This theme is the second of two focusing specifically on 
feelings. It explores feelings within the context of our important 
relationships including family and friends. The theme aims to 
develop knowledge, understanding and skills in three key 
social and emotional aspects of learning: self-awareness, 
managing feelings and empathy.  
In addition, there is a focus throughout the theme on helping 
children understand the feelings associated with an experience 
that we all need to cope with at some time: that of loss – 
whether of a favourite possession, a friend, a pet, a family 
home or a loved one. 
Through RE sessions the children will learn a sense of 
belonging and forgiveness. They will continue to explore the 
world of religion in terms of special people, books, times, 
places and objects and by visiting places of worship. The 
children will listen to and respond to stories and they will then 
reflect on their own feelings and experiences.  
Honesty and Mutual respect- through PSED and RE sessions  
Tolerance- through stories, projects and visits 

 

 

 

 

 

Prime Area: Communication and Language (CL) 
Through show and tell and circle time opportunities the 

children will be able to show that they are confident to speak 

in a familiar group and they will talk about their ideas. Children 

will listen attentively in a range of situations. The children will 

express themselves effectively, showing awareness of 

listeners’ needs. They use will use past, present and future 

forms accurately when talking about events that have 

happened or are to happen in the future. 

Planned activities and opportunities will include: 
Show and tell   
Planned activities to encourage talk through pictures and 
scenes  
Discussions about characters’ in story books shared during 
story time and literacy. 
Circle time discussions; free play; Role play  
Perseverance through target setting and meeting our own goals 

Mutual respect and Democracy through group work and whole class 

activities   

 
 
     
   

 

 

Prime Area: Physical Development (PD) 
Weekly P.E sessions: Dance and Gymnastics.  

Handwriting activities will focus on holding the pencil correctly 

and the correct formation of letters and numbers.  

Wake and shake: 

Move like minibeasts   

Daily fine motor skills activities: based on finger gym challenges 

around the classroom  

Malleable materials for manipulation  

Make obstacle courses for friends. 

Perseverance through target setting and meeting our own goals 

Mutual respect through group work and whole class activities including 

P.E 

 

 

Specific Area: Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 
Activities include:  

Make animal puppets and use them to put on a show 

Develop own storyline through representational play 

Observational drawings of animals/ minibeasts and spring plants   

Junk model animals  

Learn new songs from other countries and rhymes about animals  

Observational drawing during welly Wednesday of wild flowers  

Create clay flower tiles  

Learn to use stippling for stenciling  

Learn to use water colours   

 

Specific Area: Understanding the World (UW) 
Learn about different locations around the world 
Seasonal changes    
Control ICT toys:  metal detectors, remote controlled cars 
around obstacle courses, microphones  
Take pictures and play back the image   
Use the classroom computer/ CD player to engage with 
age appropriate software  
Become proficient at logging on to the laptop for maths 
and literacy and art activities 
Learn about where some of our food comes from 
World maps, globes and atlases 
Children will learn about planting seeds and beans; growth 
and change and look for signs of minibeasts in our 
gardens  
The children will identify wildflowers on Welly Wednesday 
walks and look out for minibeasts  
Observe the fields on our walks and how they are 
changing with the seasons  
Responsibility for the environment and each other  
Learn about mutual respect 

Specific Area: Literacy (L) 
Explore our topic through fiction and Non-fiction books 
Use story books as a stimulus for writing  
Planned picture books for Adult directed activities  
The very busy spider, the very hungry caterpillar, aaarggghh 
spider, minibeasts etc   
The children will learn to use the books shared  to: 

• create character profiles 

• change them in order to make up their own versions of the 
stories 

• create story maps to retell them in  sequence 

• write speech and thought bubbles for the characters 

• act out the stories as a small group 

• begin to learn about different minibeasts and their habitats 
label pictures of minibeasts 

• Lists – of mini beasts  

• Explore Alliteration 

• Learn about diary entries  

• Independent book making and labelling 

• Role play stories learnt  
Mutual respect and tolerance – through our stories and discussions 

Perseverance through target setting and meeting our own goals 

Mutual respect through group work and whole class activities   

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Area: Mathematics (M) 
Daily counting opportunities; Daily Rising stars and RM Easi maths 

opportunities 

Counting in ones, twos, fives and tens and hundreds forwards and 

backwards; Count on from any given number in ones ; Place value; 

Doubling, halving and sharing  

Repeating patterns  

The children will learn about time and how to read an analogue 

and digital clock to the hour or half past the hour and represent 

these times as either. Learn the order of the days of the week and 

months of the year   

Addition and subtraction will be taught discreetly but also through 

adding, subtracting scores and running totals whilst playing games  

Solve word problems based on the topic and some of the picture 

books we have shared  

Learn about repeated addition and multiplication (year 1) 

Data handling and tally charts, reading data collected  

Capacity and estimations; Position and direction 

Practise the correct formation and spelling of numbers to 20 

Use money in role play  

Sorting activities include: Natural and manmade materials e.g. 

small animal toys, leaves,  pictures in catalogues, sorting 

themselves physically and their names, shapes, shapes in 

environment, making patterns with different materials 

2D and 3D shape 

 Perseverance through target setting and meeting our own goals 

Mutual respect and Democracy through group and whole class 

activities activities   

 

  

 

Summer 2019 

Term 5 and 6  

 

Due to the nature of the early years philosophy these 

plans may change slightly as the children’s interests 

continue to develop 


