
Great Rollright Reading Newsletter 

The value of LOVE is visible in every area of school life, and our strong inclusive community is strengthened by our 

other Christian Values of COURAGE, RESPECT and TRUTH. 

 Autumn 2019 
Author Spotlight 

Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Chipping Norton 

Library opening hours 

 

Kiran is a fantastic writer – Year 6 were lucky 

enough to Skype her last year when Mountain 

class read her book The Island at the End of 

Everything, which was shortlisted for the Costa 

Children’s Book Award 2017. She has written 

two other children’s books: The Girl of Ink & 

Stars, which was the winner of the Waterstones 

Children’s Book Prize 2017, and The Way Past 

Winter, which won the Blackwell’s Children’s 

Book of the Year Award 2018. All three of her 

books are available in Miss Bartlett’s classroom 

should you wish to read them (two of them are 

even signed by Kiran herself!).  

 

 Mila and her sisters live with their brother 

Oskar in a small forest cabin in the snow. One 

night, a fur-clad stranger arrives seeking shelter 

for himself and his men. But by the next 

morning, they’ve gone – taking Oskar with them. 

Fearful for his safety, Mila and her sisters set out 

to bring Oskar back – even it means going north, 

crossing frozen wild-lands to find a way past an 

eternal winter. 

Monday 9.30 – 5.30  

Tuesday 9.30 – 4 

Wednesday 9.30 – 4 

Thursday Closed 

Friday 9.30 – 7  

Saturday 9.30 – 4  

Sunday Closed 

01608 643559 

 

Book shops in 

Chipping Norton 
   WHSmith 

10 -14 High Street (01608 
645099), open every day 

Oxfam Bookshop 
6 Market Place (01608 

644850), closed Sundays 
Kellow Books  

21 High Street (07918 
882185), closed Thursdays 

& Sundays 

Have you been to…? 

Jaffé & Neal Bookshop and Café 
 

01608 641033; 1 Middle Row, Chipping Norton OX7 5NH 
Open 9.30 – 5.30 every weekday, 9.00 – 5.30 on Saturdays and 11 – 5 on Sundays. 

“Jaffé and Neale book shop launched in 2006 in West Street, Chipping Norton. Our focus from 
the start was on good books and good customer service, and that hasn’t changed. 

There is little better than a good book, but great coffee and amazing cakes come pretty close. 
We are perfectly placed in the Market Square to watch the comings and goings of Chipping 
Norton, so whether you fancy a cappuccino or an espresso, mint tea or good old-fashioned 
builder’s, grab a table and watch the world go by. 

We are fortunate to have a dedicated team who are all as passionate about books, and about 
Jaffé and Neale, as we are, and there is nothing more exciting to us than talking to a customer 
about what to read next.” 
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Fiction: What’s New… 

 

The Boy who Flew by Fleur Hitchcock (aimed at ages 9 – 11) 

 
If you enjoy mystery and excitement, then this book is for you! Athan Wilde dreams 

of flight. When his friend, Mr Chen, is murdered, Athan must rescue the flying 

machine they were building together and stop it falling into the wrong hands. But 

keeping the machine safe puts his family in terrible danger. What will Athan choose 

- flight or family?  

 

Wildspark by Vashti Hardy (aimed at ages 8 – 11) 

 
Wildspark is set in a world of incredible technology where the spirits of the dead 

can be given a second chance at life within animal-form mechanical bodies. Prue, 

with her aptitude for the mechanical, takes her brother’s place at the school of 

mechanical science in the city of Medlock. Prue’s secret goal is to find a way to 

bring back her brother, complete with the memories that other second-lifers lack.  

 

BOOT: Small Robot, Big Adventures by Shane Hegarty  

(aimed at ages 7 – 9) 
When toy robot, Boot, wakes up at a scrapyard, it has no idea how it got there and 

why it isn't with its owner, Beth. It only has two and a half glitchy memories, but it 

knows it was loved, which means something important to humans. With new 

friends by its side, Boot is determined to find Beth and the gang set off on a 

dangerous adventure. Everything Boot thought it knew about the world is changing 

and things aren't as simple as it remembers…  

 

The Jolley Rogers and the Pirate Piper by Jonny Duddle  

(aimed at ages 6 – 8) 

 
One morning the townspeople of Dull-on-Sea wake to find that their town is 

overrun with rats. Just when everyone is at their wit's end, a nautical stranger who 

plays the pipe turns up and offers to get rid of the rodent problem - for a fee. Once 

that rats have gone, the greedy mayor refuses to pay - so the Pirate Piper plays an 

enchanted tune and leads the children away. It's up to Matilda, Jim and Nugget to 

save their friends.  

 

Ravi’s Roar by Tom Percival (aimed at ages 4 – 7) 

 
Most of the time Ravi can control his temper but, one day, he lets out the tiger 

within. Being a tiger is great fun at first – tigers can do ANYTHING they want! But 

who wants to play with a growling, roaring, noisy, wild tiger who won't share or 

play nicely? Ravi is about to discover something very important about expressing 

his feelings and making amends.  
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Non-Fiction 
Our school topic this term is Going Jurassic! These are some of the books we’ll be using in class. 

(Mountains – evolution; Ocean – Stone Age and fossils; Woodland – Mary Anning; Meadow – dinosaurs) 

   

   
Have you tried…? 

Neymar: From the Playground to the Pitch 

I like this book because it’s about my favourite sport and one of my favourite football players. I rate it 5 

out of 5. If you’re a football fan then this book is good for you! (Seb, Year 4) 

Wundersmith: The Calling of Morrigan Crow 

This book is about a girl called Morrigan who has evil powers but is really good. I’d recommend this book 

because it’s really creative and a bit like Harry Potter! (Isabelle, Year 5) 

Mortal Engines (Dotty, Year 6) 
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Important Dates, Events & Competitions 

September 

Find out the full list of children's book events taking place this September here: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/events/september/ 

13th  
Roald Dahl Day  

September is Roald Dahl’s birth month and this year on the 13th, a wonderful 

mixture of events will be taking place. If Roald Dahl were alive today, he’d be 

102 this year. That’s a ripe old age, much older than Grandpa Joe, who was 

only ninety-six and a half. The entire month will be filled with different 

activities, taking place all over the world. 

26th  
The Book of Dust, 

Volume II: The Secret 

Commonwealth 

Banbury Waterstones 

Join us in store where we will be discussing The Book of Dust and our hopes 

and theories for the second instalment! The Secret Commonwealth is set 20 

years after the events of La Belle Sauvage: The Book of Dust Volume One 

unfolded, and seven years after readers left Lyra Silvertongue and Will Parry 

on a park bench in Oxford’s Botanic Gardens in The Amber Spyglass, the final 

book in the His Dark Materials sequence. The new book takes readers on an 

exhilarating new journey as student Lyra negotiates a complex and dangerous 

new world as an adult, venturing across Europe and into Asia, in search of an 

elusive town said to be haunted by dæmons. It is a timely exploration of what 

it is to be human, to grow up and make sense of the world around us, from 

one of the UK’s greatest writers. 

29th  
The World of Dark 

Materials book club 

Cheltenham 

Waterstones 

In preparation of the new release from the Book of Dust saga we are hosting a 

book club to share and enjoy all things Dust. Whether you are reading the 

books for the first time or the fiftieth please do come along! 

  

Open to all ages, please join us in store on Sunday the 29th of September from 

4pm. 

Never Such Innocence 

Writing Competition   

For the 2019/20 academic year, the Never Such Innocence competition will be 

bigger than ever! There is a new speechwriting category. The age range is 9-18. 

The Never Such Innocence competition invites young people to write a poem, 

speech, or song, or create a piece of art responding to war or conflict. 

https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/2019-20-competition  

October 

Find out the full list of children's book events taking place this October here: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/events/october/ 

3rd 

National Poetry Day  

 

National Poetry Day is a UK-wide celebration of poetry taking place every 

October. Each year there’s a different theme and in 2019 the theme is Truth. 

National Poetry Day generates an explosion of activity nationwide, thousands 

of amazing events across the UK – in schools, libraries, bookshops and 

hospitals, on buses, trains and boats – all celebrating poetry’s power to bring 

people together. 2019 is the 25th anniversary of this day. 

www.nationalpoetryday.co.uk  

4th – 13th 
Cheltenham Literature 

Festival 

The Cheltenham Literature Festival has unveiled their Literature for Schools 

programme, hosting over 9,000 students for six days! A host of huge names 

including Patrice Lawrence, Cressida Cowell, Candy Gourlay, Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave and heaps more will be taking part and there will be fun free events 

to check out, too. Find out more on the website. 
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7th – 12th  
Libraries Week   

Libraries Week is a celebration of the nation’s much-loved libraries. In 2019 we 

are celebrating the role of libraries in the digital world. Libraries Week 2019 

will celebrate and explore how libraries are engaging communities through 

technology, building digital skills and confidence, encouraging digital 

participation and inclusion, supporting health, wellbeing and education and 

supporting local business and enterprise. http://www.librariesweek.org.uk  

Wicked Young Writer 

Awards (opens 

October 2019, deadline 

March 2020)  

 

The "prestigious Wicked Young Writer Awards" (The Times) was established by 

the long-running musical WICKED to link the important messages of the 

production with a competition that would inspire young people to use creative 

writing to look at life a little differently. The Award recognises excellence in 

writing, encourages creativity, and helps develop writing talent in young 

people between 5-25 years old from all backgrounds and areas of the UK. 

www.wickedyoungwriterawards.com  

November 

Find out the full list of children's book events taking place this November here: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/events/november/ 

November is National Non-Fiction Month – time to switch your reading list up and try some real-life tales 

and fascinating facts! 

The Blue Peter Book 

Award (shortlist 

announced, winner 

announced on World 

Book Day 2020)  

 

Since 2000, the enormously popular and influential Blue Peter Book Awards 

have been recognising and celebrating the best authors, the most creative 

illustrators and the greatest reads for children. The Blue Peter Book Awards 

2019 celebrates children's books published in the last year in two categories: 

the Best Story and the Best Book with Facts. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-wedo/awards-

andprizes/currentprizes/blue-peterbook-awards/  

Costa Book Awards 

(shortlist in November, 

winner announced in 

Jan 2020)  

 

The Costa Book Awards honours books written by authors based in the UK and 

Ireland. There are five categories: First Novel, Novel, Biography, Poetry and 

Children's Book, with one of the five winners chosen as Book of the Year. The 

2018 winner was Bart van Es for his novel The Cut Out Girl (Fig Tree). The 

winner is announced every January. www.costabookawards.com  

December 

Find out the full list of children's book events taking place this December here: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/events/december/ 

Letter to Santa deadline  

Early December  

Each year, Santa's elves at the Royal Mail can help you get a letter from Santa, 

if kids write to him by early December. https://www.royalmail.com/letters-

tosanta/  

   
 


