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Dear Parents,  
 

Welcome to the Ocean Class this academic year. We hope you all had a lovely summer. The children have 

made an excellent start to the school year and are already working very hard. This term has an Ocean theme 

which will lead in to exciting work across the curriculum… 
 

In English children will start by reading, discussing and writing poems inspired by the sea. The focus will be on 

using high quality language to make writing engaging for the reader. Next we will learn how to write and 

structure non-chronological reports about the world’s oceans and about living creatures that inhabit them .  
 

In Maths our main focus this term will be on number and understanding place value. Place value describes the 

fact that a digit’s value depends on its place within the number e.g. in the number 4,365.214 the first 4 

represents 4,000 whilst the second 4 represents 0.004 or four thousandths. Children will use their 

understanding of place value to read, order and calculate increasingly bigger and smaller numbers, including 

decimals. We will also have a big push this term at learning, or revising, multiplication and division facts to 

speed up mental calculations after the summer break.  
 

In Geography we will locate the world’s oceans and seas and find out how these large bodies of water affect 

climate and weather patterns. Children will recognise that climate and weather patterns differ in different 

locations and think about what equipment and clothing they would need to take when visiting different 

environments.  
 

In Art we will look at different pieces of artwork that have all been inspired by the sea. Children will discuss 

the effectiveness of the different techniques in representing the sea and then use these techniques to create 

work of their own. They will also be looking at colour and use a variety of mediums.  
 

In Science we will be learning about states of matter and focusing on the differences between solids, liquids 

and gases. We will complete several experiments with these different matters and will be changing the states 

of some of the different matters. We will also find out about ‘The Water Cycle’ which will link to the work we 

are doing in Geography on weather. 
 

R.E. work this term focuses on the story of Noah’s ark: understanding what the story means and making links 

between the story, school and the wider world.  
 

In Personal Health, Social and Citizenship Education (PHSCE) this term children will be discussing new 

beginnings and getting to know each other in the class, as well as understanding and managing behaviour.  
 

In French children will learn simple verbs and vocabulary, such as numbers and greetings, as well as words 

relating to the topic about oceans.  
 

PE will take place this term on a Monday and on a Friday if your child is not going swimming. It is important 

that children have a named PE kit in school all week, which includes trainers and a warm top layer as many of 

our PE lessons do take place outside.  

 

In ICT children will be learning how to use the internet safely and will work on improving their word-

processing skills 



 

How can you help your child with his or her learning? 

 

Firstly, please make sure that your child or children always have what they need with them in school. This 

includes: 

 named PE kit  

 water bottle  

 reading book 

 

Secondly, help your child to develop positive homework habits. In the Ocean Class homework involves 

reading, practising mental maths skills and completing a selection of topic tasks:  

 

Reading:  

Each child has a yellow ‘Reading Record’ in which they need to record the books they have read. Please 

continue to listen to your child read and ask him or her questions about books, even if they are confident 

readers. Encourage your child to read aloud short sections of the text with expression and understanding so 

that they ‘bring the words alive’ with their voice.  It is also really beneficial to continue reading aloud to your 

child so that they have opportunity to listen to the patterns of written language as well as those of spoken 

language.  

 

Mental Maths Skills: 

Each child will have a times table challenge that they are working towards. These are tested on a weekly basis. 

The school ‘Rising Stars’ programme is also tested regularly and provides children with a clear target to work 

towards and motivation to learn these skills.  

 

Topic Tasks: 

The children also have a selection of tasks to complete each term related to topic work. Children need to 

complete 4 pieces of homework from the table overleaf. They must choose 1 Mathematics task, 1 Literacy 

task, 1 Topic task and 1 RE task. These pieces of homework need to be brought in to school and whenever 

possible, we will make time to share, celebrate and discuss them with the rest of the class. 

 

If you are unsure about any of the homework tasks, or you have any other questions regarding your child’s 

learning, do not hesitate to get in touch. We look forward to meeting with you later in the term at Parents’ 

Evening.  

 

Thank you for your support,  

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Debbie White  Mrs Fiona Tomlinson 
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Mathematics Tasks: 

o Exciting shapes: Produce a picture by drawing around or cutting out and sticking 2D shapes. 

The picture must have an ocean theme. Make sure you can name all the different shapes you 

have used.  
 

o Time Log: Choose a day at the weekend and write down what time you did key tasks. You 

could even draw a clock to show each time. For example, record what time you got up, ate 

breakfast, went shopping etc. 
 

Literacy Tasks: 

o Perform a Poem: this term we are listening and responding to poems inspired by the sea. ‘The 

Children’s Poetry Archive’ is an excellent website where you can listen to poems performed by 

the poets themselves: http://www.childrenspoetryarchive.org/ Choose a poem that you love 

and prepare a performance for our class.    
 

o Fascinating Facts: write a short information text about an animal who lives in the sea.  
 

o Seaside Setting: many different stories are set by the sea, from picture books to longer novels. 

Have you read a story which has a seaside setting? Write a short book review to share with 

our class, include the title, the author, where the book is set, a quick outline of the plot 

(without giving away the ending) and whether you would recommend it to other readers.  
 

Topic Tasks 

o Oh I do like to be beside the seaside: did you visit the seaside this summer? If so, where did 

you go (which beach and which sea or ocean)? What was it like (sandy, pebbly, cliffs)? What 

was the weather and climate like? Did you make it into the water? Come in to school ready to 

share your seaside experience with the rest of the class.  

 

o Sea view: create an underwater or surface level picture inspired by the sea using whatever 

materials you have to work with!  

  

o Surprise Me! Maybe you have your own idea related to our ‘Ocean’ topic. If you have 

something exciting to show or tell the class let me know!  

RE Tasks 

o Noah’s ark: Create a collage or draw a scene in the story of Noah’s ark.  

 

o Find out! Find out about pacts/agreements in real life, e.g. the Brownies and Cubs scout 

promises. 

 


